
F O O T H I L L - D E  A N Z A  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E  D I S T R I C T  

Board of Trustees Agenda Item 
Board Meeting Date: April 5, 2010 

 

Title of Item: Award a Contract Pursuant to Bid Document 1247-153 Emergency Generator Remote 
Fueling Station – Foothill College 
 
Background and Analysis: 
The project provides for the installation of a Pryco fuel fill station, steel piping, and leak detection system 
to achieve a complete and operable remote fueling station for the Campus Center 300kW emergency 
power generator as directed by the Santa Clara County Fire Marshal’s office.  The scope of work also 
includes modifications to the exhaust duct and modifications to the electrical power and controls wiring 
that operates the remote fuel station and leak detection systems.  Some minor removal and replacement of 
exterior cedar wood siding is also required.  Salas O’Brien Engineers, Inc. prepared the contract 
documents.  A complete set of all bid documents are on file in the Purchasing Services Department. 
 
Bid 1247-153 was legally advertised on January 12 and January 19, 2010.  The “Invitation to Bid” was 
also sent to nine (9) builder’s exchanges, and advertised in the Daily Pacific Builder, as well as posted on 
“BidNet” at www.govbids.com.  Bids were publicly opened and read on February 18, 2010 at 2 p.m. in 
Purchasing Services.  Eight (8) contractors submitted bids.  Bid results are below: 
 

BID RESULTS 
 

General Contractors Base Bid Proposal 
Amount 

B Bros Construction, Inc. $41,000 
R. C. Benson & Sons, Inc. $54,500 
Rumex Construction Corporation $55,540 
Coulter Construction, Inc. $57,296 
West Star Environmental $58,000 
Beals Martin, Inc. $62,495 
Kuehne Construction $63,559 
Rodan Builders, Inc. $86,000 

 
On February 19, 2010, the apparent low bidder B Bros Construction, Inc. sent a letter to the District 
asking to be relieved of its bid in accordance with the Public Contract Code due to a mistake in preparing 
its bid price. Pursuant to Public Contract Code Section 5103, the Board of Trustees may grant relief to a 
bidder who claims a mistake within the 5 day written notice period provided that the mistake makes the 
bid materially different than what it was intended it to be, and that the mistake was made in filling out the 
bid and not due to error in judgment or to carelessness in inspecting the site of the work, or in reading the 
plans or specifications. The mistake was material and made the bid $11,575 lower than what B Bros 
Construction, Inc. intended it to be (see attached letters of 2/18/10, 2/19/10, and 3/5/10).   
 
Therefore, R. C. Benson & Sons, Inc. is the lowest responsive and responsible bidder. They have 
successfully completed many public works projects including an infrastructure upgrade and renovation 
project at Westmont High School and a variety of small jobs for the District’s Facilities Department. 
Additionally, they successfully completed a recent project at Stanford Hospital.  The bid price of $54,500 
submitted by R. C. Benson & Sons, Inc. is well within the construction estimate of $60,000. The project 
will be funded through Measure E. 
 



Recommendation:  
Relieve B Bros Construction Inc. of its bid due to a mistake pursuant to PCC 5103 and authorize the 
Director of Purchasing Services, Carmen Redmond, to award a contract pursuant to Bid 1247-153 
Emergency Generator Remote Fueling Station - Foothill College in the amount of $54,500 to  
R. C. Benson & Sons, Inc. 
 

Submitted by: Carmen Redmond, Director of Purchasing Services 
Additional contact names: Charles Allen, Art Heinrich, Gina Bailey 

Is backup provided? Yes 
 








