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Title of Item:   Five-year maintenance agreement for library system software 
(amen  ( 
(ame 
(amendment to 1996 Software Services Agreement between Sirsi Corporation and Foothill College) 
 
Background and Analysis: 
 
 
 
 

 
In January 1996, both the Foothill and De Anza College libraries entered into a software license 
agreement with Sirsi Corporation for use of their proprietary integrated library system software. 
This software provides the database infrastructure for the full spectrum of academic library 
operations: circulation, reserves, acquisitions, cataloging, and serials management, along with the 
staff work clients and the web-based public catalog front end. 
 
Each year there is a software service maintenance renewal, which routinely entails a small 
percentage increase in the overall cost. What used to be a standard 3% increase, however, has 
jumped in recent years to 6%, and now to 6.8% for 2010-2011, at $27,344 for the year. 
 
As an alternative to these year-to-year renewals that have been subject to higher percentage 
increases, Sirsi Corporation (now called SirsiDynix) has agreed to cap the increases for Foothill 
College at 4% in return for a commitment of five years. In addition, one of the software 
components, which currently costs about $1,500 to renew annually, will be provided at no cost for 
each of the five years. 
 
This five-year agreement will result in a total cost of $136,072, as opposed to the cost of five year-
to-year renewals at $156,625. The overall savings from this five-year agreement between 
Foothill College and SirsiDynix, in place of year-to-year renewals, is 13%, or $20,553. 
 
  

Recommendation: (specify if information only) 
Recommended for approval. 

Submitted by: Shirley Treanor Barker, Vice President of Educational Resources and Instruction 
Additional contact names: Paul Starer, Dean, Language Arts and Learning Resource Center; Pam Wilkes, Librarian 
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