
F O O T H I L L - D E  A N Z A  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E  D I S T R I C T  

Board of Trustees Agenda Item 
Board Meeting Date: December 6, 2010 

 

Title of Item: Award a contract pursuant to Bid Document 1260-135, Utilities Infrastructure 
Upgrades Phase I at Foothill College. 
Background and Analysis: 
The project provides for increasing the capacity of the Foothill College campus electrical and mechanical 
utility infrastructure to meet the future demands of the new construction and renovation projects 
scheduled under the Measure C Bond Program. 
  
The scope of work includes: removal and replacement of the campus main electrical switchboard and 
15kV feeders from PG&E, installation of a temporary main campus switchboard and feeders from PG&E, 
removal and replacement of other 15kV feeders and distribution equipment and switchboards, removal of 
existing campus heating water piping and installation of larger HHW distribution piping, and installation 
of two telecommunications duct banks.  Salas O’Brien prepared the construction documents and a 
complete set of all bid documents are on file in the Purchasing Services Department. 
 
At its July 12, 2010 meeting, the Board of Trustees approved a list of five (5) General Contractors and a 
list of three (3) Electrical Subcontractors as pre-qualified to bid on this project.  Bid 1260-135 was legally 
advertised on October 8 and October 15, 2010.  The “Invitation to Bid” was also sent to nine (9) builders 
exchanges, advertised in the Daily Pacific Builder, and posted on “BidNet” at www.govbids.com.  Bids 
were publicly opened and read on November 10, 2010 at 2 p.m. by Purchasing Services.  Three (3) of the 
five (5) pre-qualified contractors submitted bids.  The bid results are shown below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The bid document provides that the lowest bid will be determined based upon Public Contract Code 
Section 20103.8(a), which states that the lowest bid shall be the lowest bid price on the base contract 
without consideration of the prices on the additive or deductive items.  
 
The apparent low bidder is Taber Construction Inc at a Base Bid Price of $4,126,000.  On November 15, 
2010, the District received a bid protest letter from Cupertino Electric (see attached).  Purchasing Services 
reviewed the bid protest letter with Taber Construction Inc. and District’s legal counsel, Phillip Jaret, and 
Taber Construction Inc., provided a written response to the bid protest (see attached).  Purchasing 
Services and District legal counsel are satisfied with Taber Construction’s explanation and recommend 
that the Board deny the Cupertino Electric Inc. bid protest and award the contract to Taber Construction 
Inc. 
 
Taber Construction Inc., has successfully completed several public works projects for the Mount Diablo 
Unified School District.  Furthermore, Taber Construction Inc., and its subcontractors have signed the 
Appendix A, “Agreement To Be Bound” and Appendix C, “Agreement of Contractors” of the “Project 
Stabilization/Construction Careers Agreement” between the District and the Santa Clara & San Benito 
Counties Building and Construction Trades Council.   
 
Regarding the bid alternates shown above, the District Construction team recommends the award of 
Alternates 2 and 3 at a cost of $490,000. The total cost of the Base Bid plus Alternates 2 and 3 is 
$4,616,000. 
 
The Base Bid Price of $4,126,000, submitted by Taber Construction Incorporated is well within the Base 

General Contractors Base Bid Price  Alternate 1 Alternate 2 Alternate 3 
Taber Construction Inc.  $4,126,000 $215,000 $445,000 $45,000 
Cupertino Electric $4,295,000 -$12,000 $330,000 $47,800 
SJ Amoroso $4,497,000 $425,000 $477,000 $75,000 



Bid construction estimate of $4,606,000.  Alternates 2 and 3 are within the budget for this project.  The 
project will be funded through Measure C. 
 
Recommendation:  
Deny the bid protest from Cupertino Electric and authorize the Director of Purchasing Services, Carmen 
Redmond, to award a contract pursuant to Bid 1260-135, Utilities Infrastructure Upgrades Phase I at 
Foothill College, in the amount of $4,616,000 to Taber Construction Inc. for the Base Bid and Alternates 
2 and 3.  

Submitted by: Carmen Redmond, Director of Purchasing Services 
Additional contact names: Charles Allen, Art Heinrich, Annette Perez 

Is backup provided? Yes 
 








