
 
FOOTHILL-DE  ANZA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 

Board of Trustees Agenda Item  
Board Meeting Date:   June 20, 2011 

 
Title of Item:  Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Sunken Garden Project - 

a Portion of the Combined Site Improvements project at De Anza College 
 

Background and Analysis: 
The historic significance for the Sunken Garden began in 1895 with the completion of a house (Le 
Petit Trianon) and two cottages designed by Willis Polk on the site of  what is now De Anza College.  
In 1975, Le Petit Trianon was moved from the original location (north of the Sunken Garden) to the west 
of the Sunken Garden and currently houses the California History Center.  In 1991, the original fountain 
was reconstructed eliminating the scalloped shaped pool and replacing the pool with a wider rectilinear 
shaped pool and sculpture. Additionally in 2006, the west and east balustrades were repaired. 
 
The current Combined Site Improvements Project consists of improvements across the De Anza College 
Campus - including the Sunken Garden area. The proposed improvements to the Sunken Garden area 
would occur in two phases: Phase 1 - remove vines from the walls and balustrades; replace the asphalt 
pavement with scored concrete pavement; replace the existing accessibility ramp with a new ramp; install 
new lawn, trees and other plantings; install a new irrigation system; upgrade the existing fountain pump 
and add filtering and water treatment; and install new benches, lighting and trash receptacles. Phase 2 - 
remove the center section of the south wall and install a new wall section that would line up with the 
remaining south walls and balustrades. 
 
The District's consultant, Placemakers,  was  requested  to  prepare  a  California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) study for the Sunken Garden area. The Historical resources component of the Sunken 
Garden area were not previously addressed in the 2002 Facilities Master Plan Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR), the 2005 Campus Entries EIR, the 2007 Facilities Master Plan - Addendum to the EIR, or 
the 2008 East Cottage and Old Bookstore CEQA study, therefore Placemakers has performed this CEQA 
study as it relates to historical renovation plans for the Sunken Garden portion of the campus facilities. 
The scope of the CEQA study included complete assessment and a public input and  review  process  to  
address  the  project.  Placemakers has performed  their evaluations and prepared the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration/Initial Study and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Sunken 
Garden portion of the project. A public notice was posted at the Sunken Garden area, in the Library and at 
the Campus Center at De Anza   College   as   well   as   at   the  District   Maintenance   facility   and   the   
District's Administrative building at Foothill College. The 30-day public review and comment period 
commenced on May 12, 2011 and closed on June 10, 2011  with no comments received. 
 
This Project will not have a significant effect on the environment based on the Initial Study prepared  
according  to  CEQA  Guidelines.  Mitigations have been incorporated  into  the project to reduce all  
potentially significant impacts to a less-than-significant level.
 
Recommendation: Charles Allen, Executive Director of Facilities, Operations  and Construction 
Management  recommends approval of the Mitigation Monitoring & Reporting Program (exhibit  2 to 
the Mitigated  Negative Declaration), adoption of this Mitigated Negative Declaration  (Resolution  
#2011-24), and approval  of the Sunken Garden Project - a portion of the Combined  Site Improvements   
project (Resolution  #2011-25). 
 

Submitted by: Charles Allen x6150 
Additional contact names: Tom Armstrong x8289, Donna Jones-Dulin x8209 

Is backup provided? Yes 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
	
  

The  proposed project  consists  of improvements to the sunken  garden  located  on the De Anza College 
campus. The  proposed improvements would  occur in two phases: Phase 1 - remove  vines from  the walls and 
balustrades; replace the asphalt  pavement with scored  concrete pavement; replace  the existing accessibility 
ramp with a new ramp; install new lawn, trees and other plantings; install a new irrigation  system; upgrade  the 
existing  fountain pump  and add filtering and water treatment; and install new benches, lighting and trash 
receptacles. Phase 2 - remove  the center  section  of the south  wall and install a new wall section  that would 
line up with the remaining  south  walls and balustrades. 

	
  
	
  

Project construction for Phase  I would  begin in summer  of 2011 and would be completed in fall of 2011. 
Construction hours would be from 7:00a.m. to 6:00p.m. Monday  through  Friday. 

	
  
Project construction for Phase 2 is contingent on securing future funding and therefore is unknown at this time. 

	
  

	
  
PROJECT LOCATION 

	
  

De Anza  College 
21250 Stevens  Creek Boulevard 
Cupertino, CA 95014 

	
  

	
  
PROJECT SPONSOR 

	
  

De Anza College 
21250 Stevens  Creek Boulevard 
Cupertino, CA 95014 

	
  

	
  
FINDING 

	
  
The  project  will not have a significant  effect on  the environment based on  the Initial Study  prepared 
according to CEQA Guidelines. Mitigations  have been incorporated into  the project to reduce  the identified 
potentially  significant  impacts  to a less-than-significant leveL 

	
  
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

	
  
The attached Initial Study indicates  that  the project  could  adversely affect  the environment. The  following 
potentially  significant  impacts  were identified  and are presented below. 

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

PLACEMAKERS 

































Foothill-De Anza Community College District Board of Trustees 
Santa Clara County, California 

 
 

ADOPTION OF THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION/INITIAL 
STUDY FOR THE DE ANZA COLLEGE SUNKEN GARDEN PROJECT, 

ADOPTING FINDINGS PURSUANT TO THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT,  AND APPROVING THE MITIGATION 

MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM 
Resolution #2011-24 

 
WHEREAS, the Foothill-De Anza Community College District Board of Trustees 

("Board") proposes  to rehabilitate the existing Sunken Garden in two phases: Phase 1 would 
remove vines from walls and balustrades, replace existing pavement with new pavement, replace 
existing accessibility ramp with new ramp, install new lawn, trees and plantings, install new 
irrigation system, upgrade existing fountain pump and water filtration, install new benches, 
lighting and trash receptacles; Phase 2 would remove center portion of south wall and install new 
wall section, located on the De Anza College campus at 21250 Stevens Creek Boulevard, 
Cupertino, CA (collectively the "Project"); and 
 

WHEREAS, Foothill-De Anza Community College District ("District") is the Lead 
Agency for the Project, and has caused to be prepared the Mitigated Negative Declaration/Initial 
Study ("MND/IS", SCH No.    ) for the Project, which was available for review from May 
12, 2011 through June 10, 2011; and 
 

WHEREAS, the MND/IS for the Project was prepared pursuant to and in accordance 
with the California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code, § 21000 et seq., "CEQA") 
and the Guidelines for Implementation of the California Environmental  Quality Act (Title 14, 
Cal. Code of Regs., § 15000 et seq., the CEQA "Guidelines")'; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to California Public Resources Section 21082.1 the Board has 
independently reviewed and analyzed the information contained in: (1) the MND/IS and (2) 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program ("MMRP"), (collectively the "MND/IS") and the 
conclusions of the MND /IS reflect the independent judgment of the Board; and 
 

WHEREAS, the District posted a Notice of Circulation of the MND/IS on the District 
website; and
 

WHEREAS, the District posted a Notice of Circulation at  the Sunken Garden, library, 
campus center, and plant services, the District office located at the Foothill College campus, 
12345 El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills, CA, and plant services located at Foothill College; and 
 

WHEREAS, no comment letters on the MND/IS were received from the public and 
reviewing public agencies during the public review period from May 12, 2011 through June 10, 
2011 and staff has addressed these comments; and 
 

WHEREAS, all actions required to be taken by applicable law relating to the preparation, 
circulation, and review of the MND/IS have been taken; and 
 



WHEREAS, the CEQA Findings of Fact included as Exhibit "1," attached hereto and 
incorporated herein, identify the following impacts: the Project will not result in any significant 
impacts for the topical areas of Aesthetics, Agricultural and Forestry Resources, Biological 
Resources, Geology and Soils, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water 
Quality, Land Use and Planning, Mineral Resources, Population and Housing, Public Services, 
Recreation, Transportation  and Traffic, and Utilities and Service Systems, therefore, no 
mitigation is required for these areas; and significant impacts will be reduced to a less-than-
significant level with incorporation  of the recommended  mitigation measures for all of the 
identified significant effects for the topical areas of Air Quality, Cultural Resources including 
Historic Architectural Resources and Archaeological Resources, Greenhouse  Gas Emissions, 
and Noise; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and considered the Final MND/IS and MMRP 

with respect to the Project. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Foothill-De Anza Community 

College District Board of Trustees meeting held on June 20, 2011, as follows: 
 

SECTION 1 
 

That the above recitals are true and correct.  
 

SECTION 2 
 
The MND/IS for the Project is an adequate and complete document completed in accordance 
with CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines.  
 
SECTION 3 
 
The Board hereby certifies that the District is the lead agency for the Project, that the Board, as 
the governing board of the lead agency, has reviewed and considered the MND/IS and the 
information contained therein prior to deciding whether to approve the proposed Project, 
including all comments received thereon and responses thereto; and the Board f inds that the 
MND/IS reflects the independent judgment and analysis of the Board. 
 
SECTION 4 
 
The Board hereby makes and adopts the CEQA Findings of Fact and mitigation measures set 
forth in Exhibit "1." 
 
SECTION 5 
 
A Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) has been prepared to meet the 
requirements of Public Resources Code Section 21081.6. This program is designed to ensure 
compliance with Project· changes and mitigation measures imposed to avoid or reduce to a less-
than-significant level the significant effects identified in the MND/IS.  The Board hereby adopts 
the MMRP, as set forth in Exhibit "2." 
 
 



 
SECTION 6 

 
These actions having been taken and findings having been made, the Board hereby approves, 
certifies, and adopts the MND/IS for the Project.  · 

 
SECTION 7 
 
The MND/IS is on file and available at the District office located at the Foothill College campus, 
12345 El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills, CA, 94022. 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Foothill-De Anza Community College District Board of 
Trustees on this 20th day of June, 2011, by the following vote: 
 
 
 
AYES:    
 
NOES:    
 
ABSTAIN:    
 
ABSENT:   
 
 
 
              
      President 
      Foothill-De Anza Community College  
      Board of Trustees 
 
 
 
ATTESTED TO:  
 
       
Secretary to the Board 
 

 
 



Foothill-De Anza Community College District Board of Trustees 
Santa Clara County, California 

 
APPROVAL OF THE DE ANZA COLLEGE 

 SUNKEN GARDEN PROJECT  
Resolution #2011-25 

 
 WHEREAS, on June 20, 2011, following a duly noticed public hearing thereon,  the 
Foothill-De Anza Community College District Board of Trustees adopted Resolution 2011-24 
certifying the adequacy of the Mitigated Negative Declaration/Initial Study ("MND/IS") 
prepared for the De Anza College Sunken Garden Project ("Project"), adopting f indings 
pursuant  to the California Environmental  Quality Act ("CEQA"), and approving the Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program ("MMRP"); and 

 
  WHEREAS, approval of the Project and construction of the improvements described in 
the Project will advance the public health, safety and welfare, and further Foothill-De Anza 
Community College District's statutory public education purposes; 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Foothill-De Anza Community 
College District Board of Trustees as follows:  
 
SECTION 1 
 
The Foothill-De Anza Community College District Board of Trustees hereby approves  the 
Project, consisting of program facilities, which are further described in the MND/IS and  in
Resolution # 2 0 1 1 - 2 4 , and authorizes and directs staff to implement the Project in a manner 
consistent with the terms hereof. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Foothill-De Anza Community College District Board of 
Trustees on this 20th day of  June, 2011, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
 
NOES:  
 
ABSTAIN:  
 
ABSENT: 
 
               
        President 
        Foothill-De Anza Community College District 
        Board of Trustees 
ATTESTED TO: 
 
 
 
        
Secretary to the Board 
 




