
F O O T H I L L - D E  A N Z A  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E  D I S T R I C T  
 

Board of Trustees Agenda Item 
Board Meeting Date: June 20, 2011 

 

Title of Item:   Public Hearing:  Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(MND) for the Sunken Garden Portion of the Combined Site Improvements Project at De Anza 
College  
 
Background and Analysis:  
 
The District’s consultant, Placemakers, was requested to prepare a California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) study for the DeAnza College campus’ Sunken Garden area - as it was 
incorporated into the design and construction aspects of the upcoming Combined Site 
Improvements project. The Historical resources component of the Sunken Garden area were not 
previously addressed in the 2002 Facilities Master Plan Environmental Impact Report (EIR), the 
2005 Campus Entries EIR, the 2007 Facilities Master Plan - Addendum to the EIR, or the 2008 
East Cottage and Old Bookstore CEQA study, therefore the College has performed this CEQA 
study as it relates to historical renovation plans for the Sunken Garden portion of the campus 
facilities. The scope of the CEQA study included complete assessment and a public input and 
review process to address the project. Placemakers has performed their evaluations and prepared 
their Administrative Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration and Mitigation Monitoring 
Program. A public notice was posted at the Sunken Garden area, in the Library and at the 
Campus Center at De Anza College as well as at the District Maintenance facility and the 
District’s Administrative building at Foothill College. The 30-day public review and comment 
period commenced on May 12, 2011 and closed on June 10, 2011 with no comments received. 
 
The attached Mitigated Negative Declaration is provided for a public review of the findings and 
to discuss the Mitigated Negative Declaration/Initial Study and Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program. Following the Public Hearing, action by the Board of Trustees is 
anticipated. This Project will not have a significant effect on the environment based on the Initial 
Study prepared according to CEQA Guidelines. Mitigations have been incorporated into the 
project to reduce all potentially significant impacts to a less-than-significant level. 
 
 

Recommendation: Conduct a Public Hearing regarding the attached Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for the Combined Site Improvements project. 
 

Submitted by: 
Additional contact names: 

Is backup provided? 

Charles Allen, x6150 
Tom Armstrong, x8289; Donna Jones-Dulin, x8209 
Yes 
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MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
	
  

DE ANZA COLLEGE SUNKEN  GARDEN  PROJECT 
	
  
	
  
	
  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
	
  

The  proposed project  consists  of improvements to the sunken  garden  located  on the De Anza College 
campus. The  proposed improvements would  occur in two phases: Phase 1 - remove  vines from  the walls and 
balustrades; replace the asphalt  pavement with scored  concrete pavement; replace  the existing accessibility 
ramp with a new ramp; install new lawn, trees and other plantings; install a new irrigation  system; upgrade  the 
existing  fountain pump  and add filtering and water treatment; and install new benches, lighting and trash 
receptacles. Phase 2 - remove  the center  section  of the south  wall and install a new wall section  that would 
line up with the remaining  south  walls and balustrades. 

	
  
	
  

Project construction for Phase  I would  begin in summer  of 2011 and would be completed in fall of 2011. 
Construction hours would be from 7:00a.m. to 6:00p.m. Monday  through  Friday. 

	
  
Project construction for Phase 2 is contingent on securing future funding and therefore is unknown at this time. 

	
  

	
  
PROJECT LOCATION 

	
  

De Anza  College 
21250 Stevens  Creek Boulevard 
Cupertino, CA 95014 

	
  

	
  
PROJECT SPONSOR 

	
  

De Anza College 
21250 Stevens  Creek Boulevard 
Cupertino, CA 95014 

	
  

	
  
FINDING 

	
  
The  project  will not have a significant  effect on  the environment based on  the Initial Study  prepared 
according to CEQA Guidelines. Mitigations  have been incorporated into  the project to reduce  the identified 
potentially  significant  impacts  to a less-than-significant leveL 

	
  
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

	
  
The attached Initial Study indicates  that  the project  could  adversely affect  the environment. The  following 
potentially  significant  impacts  were identified  and are presented below. 

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

PLACEMAKERS 










