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Board of Trustees Agenda Item 
Board Meeting Date: November 5, 2012 

 
 

Title of Item:   Physical Sciences & Engineering Center; Hathaway Dinwiddie 
Construction Company Change Order No. 15 - $404,400. 
  
Background and Analysis:  
 
As construction of the Physical Sciences & Engineering center approaches completion, a number of 
issues have arisen, leading to a significant change order.  The two issues having the greatest impact 
involve ceiling design issues and site soils.   
 
A combination of technical issues and the resulting visual appearance of corridor ceilings led to 
design changes that required DSA approval.  While the impact of this change is not significant in 
itself ($39,908), the redesign and approval process has affected the ability of the contractor to 
complete the work on schedule.   
 
The soil issues involve the discovery of a spring on the north site hillside that requires installation of 
drainage and a soil keyway to stabilize the slope, and the need to locate more soil than originally 
planned on that area of the site.  Some of this added soil was generated by the two Foothill site 
projects that were under way this summer, saving cost to those projects by avoiding transporting 
soil off-site.  The combined cost of these two issues is estimated at $187,250.  Spreading and 
compacting the soil is proposed to be completed on a time-and-materials basis to determine the 
actual cost. 
 
The ceiling and soil issues, combined with a number of other smaller issues, have led to a request by 
the contractor for a 22-day time extension and associated costs.  The increased contract amount for 
the time extension of $83,140 settles all cost impacts resulting from these issues.  The extended time 
will not delay opening the facility for classes in January. 
 
The remainder of the change order scope is comprised of:  unresolved design issues such as the need 
to add wall framing blocking and painting, gutter and wall closure details; and District-requested 
refinements to the design, such as added lighting, improved paint finish on exposed steel framing, 
and instruction station detail refinements.  In addition, temporary emergency phone and parking lot 
ticketing was added to allow partial use of Lot 4 before completion, and data conduit was installed 
for the future Print Shop & Plant Services project to avoid later removal of new construction. 
 
The total cost of this change order is $404,400.  This change and all previously approved change 
orders equals 5.1% of the base contract value.  The funding for this change is available within the 
project budget. 
 
Recommendation: Charles Allen, Executive Director of Facilities, Operations and 
Construction Management recommends that the Board approve Change Order No. 15 to Hathaway 
Dinwiddie Construction Company. 
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