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Preparation for Data Load

Introduction

Data Load is the process by which the financial aid staff is able to transfer federal financial aid applicant records (ISIR, Profile) from external sources (EDE, CSS) to the Banner Financial Aid System.  This minimizes the need to load ISIR/Profile records manually (data entry).  When ISIR/Profile records are loaded through the Data Load process, the record has an EDE/CSS source code attached to the record.  If the record is loaded manually, the record has a MANUAL source code attached to the record.    

The Data Load process is further explained in Chapter 2 Processing of the latest Banner Financial Aid User Manual. 

Preparing for the Data Load
1. Please ensure that the Data Load directory is set-up appropriately.  Refer to information below for creating this directory according to your environment.  If you need any assistance with creating this directory, please contact your DBA Support or the SGHE Customer Support Center.  
UNIX/LINUX

Set up $DATA_HOME in banenv (or cbanenv) and establish a finaid subdirectory below it.

If the $DATA_HOME environment variable will be set to /u02/dataload, there would be a subdirectory under it of finaid (/u02/dataload/finaid)

In banenv:

DATA_HOME=/u02/dataload   

export DATA_HOME

In cbanenv:

setenv DATA_HOME /u02/dataload

Please note that banenv and cbanenv are generally stored in $BANNER_HOME/admin

VMS

$DATA_HOME is defined in rcbtp00.com.

As delivered, DATA$HOME is set to the user's login directory (what we call a $HOME directory under UNIX).

$! *NOTE* The DATA_HOME logical will need to be modified to be site specific.

$!

$ DEFINE/USER/NOLOG DATA$HOME  SYS$LOGIN        <-- HERE
$!

$ DEFINE/USER/NOLOG SYS$OUTPUT 'LOGFILE

$ DEFINE/USER/NOLOG AFSAFILE   DATA$HOME:0809AFSA.TAP

$ DEFINE/USER/NOLOG AFSDFILE   DATA$HOME:0809AFSD.TAP

$ DEFINE/USER/NOLOG ESARFILE   DATA$HOME:0809ESAR.TAP

$ DEFINE/USER/NOLOG ESATFILE   DATA$HOME:0809ESAT.TAP

$

NT

The rcbtp00.pl script shows that it uses an environment variable called, BANNER_FINAID_DATA_HOME and looks for the files there:

use sctban;

&sctban_determine_os;

&sctban_os_specific_env;

&sctban_jsub_env;

$a1 = $ARGV[0];

$a2 = $ARGV[1];

$a3 = $ARGV[2];

$a4 = $ARGV[3];

$a5 = $ARGV[4];

$banner_exe = $ENV{"BANNER_EXE"};

$data_home = $ENV{"BANNER_FINAID_DATA_HOME"};    <-- HERE
$ENV{"CMDFILE"} = "${sctban_file_name}.prm";

$ENV{"DD_AFSAFILE"} = "${data_home}${sctban_dirsep}0809afsa.tap";

$ENV{"DD_AFSDFILE"} = "${data_home}${sctban_dirsep}0809afsd.tap";

$ENV{"DD_ESARFILE"} = "${data_home}${sctban_dirsep}0809esar.tap";

$ENV{"DD_ESATFILE"} = "${data_home}${sctban_dirsep}0809esat.tap";

$

BANNER_FINAID_DATA_HOME is set in the registry.  By default it is set to c:\temp\jobsub\finaid.  The institution would need to create this directory or change the registry setting to point to somewhere else.

Please note that the registry will show double backslashes (c:\\temp\\jobsub\\finaid).  On the machine, though, to navigate to the directory you would use c:\temp\jobsub\finaid.

2. The financial aid staff will need to have an FTP (file transfer) software package to transfer the ISIR/Profile files from the EdConnect/CSS directory to the Data Load directory.  If they do not have a file transfer software package, the financial aid office should know how to do file transfers through DOS.  Using a file transfer software package tends to simplify the file transfer process.  *It will be very helpful to have a technical support person present for the first attempt of data load process.  For the purpose of training, the file(s) can be FTP’d to the data load directory for the FA staff if necessary.

3. The financial aid staff will need to know how to retrieve the ISIR/Profile files transmitted from EdConnect/CSS.  It is important to know where these ISIR/Profile files are being stored in order to complete the FTP process.  The file will need to be FTP’d to the Data Load directory and renamed xxyyesar.tap for ISIRs and xxyycssd.tap for Profiles (xxyy is the Aid Year).

4. We will begin the Data Load training by loading individual files one at a time to learn the process.  SunGard Higher Education also delivers a FILECAT.exe program to concatenate files.  This will allow multiple ISIR/Profile files to be processed during one data load.  We will want to have this program available in the training lab in order to demonstrate on loading multiple ISIR files. 

Note: Filecat is a DOS program and some clients prefer to use a .bat file to run filecat rather than go directly to DOS.  An example of a .bat file is included in this document.  This would need to be updated each year and updated according to how your institution combines files.  
· Edit the EDEcatyy.txt file by <right-clicking on the EDEcat07.txt file> and selecting the option Edit.  Update it with the correct message class names.  
· Change it to a .bat file by changing the .txt extension to .bat
· Have both the filecat.exe and the EDEcatyy.bat in the same directory as the xxyy EDE message class files that came down from EdConnect 
· You can create a separate bat file for CSS Profile records or correction records.  

[image: image4.png]SUNGARD
HIGHER EDUCATION





For additional information on FILECAT.exe, see the attached file
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5. The files we will be loading contain actual student financial data.  Some clients are concerned about the privacy of this data in an open training environment.  If this is a concern, it is recommended that some type of security be put in place for the database we will be using during training.  An alternative option would be to edit each file we will be loading to strip off personal information (such as SSN and Name).  
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FILECAT.exe (file concatenation)




Introduction


The File Concatenation Process (FILECAT) version 1.0.1, a new PC utility, replaces RFILECAT and should be used for data load files. The files that use this process (that is, CSS Profile and ISIRs only) are:


· IDAPxxOP.xxx


· IDCOxxOP.xxx


· IDSAxxOP.xxx


· IGCOxxOP.xxx


· IGSAxxOP.xxx


· ISRFxxOP.xxx


· .CSS files


FILECAT is used to combine multiple ISIR files downloaded via the Student Aid Information Gateway into one file (per processing year) for uploading to the Banner environment.


Documentation is found in the Banner Documentation Bookshelf (Financial Aid, Chapter 3).


Installation


Copy the file FILECAT.EXE from the filecat directory of the release CD to the directory where files downloaded via the WAN software reside. This may be any directory you choose.


Warning:


Do not rename the files that are downloaded via the WAN.


Usage


Start the program by typing ‘FILECAT’ at the DOS prompt in the directory where you installed the utility.  Enter the names of the ISIR files you want to add to the xxxxesar.tap (where xxxx = the proper aid year) file to be uploaded to Banner.  You may process as many ISIR files as you wish.


FILECAT syntax is:


filecat -i file1 [file2...fileN] [-e ext] [-o outfile] [-a] [-v] where:


· -i list of input files (wildcards are allowed)


· -e extension of file to be output first


· -o output file name (default is FILECAT.OUT)


· -v enable verbose output mode


· -a append rows to output file instead of overwriting


You can type ‘FILECA’T without parameters to get detailed instructions for use.


Caution:


· When using the -i parameter, the list of files to concatenate should be separated by a space, not a comma.


· If you double click the file from Windows Explorer or 'Run' it from the windows Start Menu, the text displays too briefly for it to be read.  If the program is not run from within a DOS window, you will not see the output messages generated by the program.


· If you run the program from the Windows Start Menu and include command line parameters, it will probably run successfully.  However, you will not see any output messages, so you will not know if the run was successful.


FILECAT permits any input filenames (including the * wildcard, for example, sara*).  You can create any output filename, though the output filename defaults to FILECAT.OUT if not specified.  Use the -a parm to append new files to an existingfile; otherwise, it creates or overwrites the specified output filename.


If you use the- a parameter and the output file does not already exist, you receive an appropriate error message.  The process determines the record length of the output file from the first input file it encounters, matching the input filename mask.  If subsequent files have a different record length, it displays an error message and quits.


For example, if you specify filecat -i 0910* as the input file(s), and 0910cssd.dat and 0910esar.dat both exist in the directory, it displays an error message when you hit the 0910esar.dat file because its length differs from 0910cssd.dat.  Conversely, if you use filecat -i 0910e* and 0910esar.dat, 0910esar.001, 0910esar.002, 0910esar.003 all exist in the directory, all four files concatenate into the output file.


Each time you run the process, a new subdirectory is created and all processed files are moved into it.  This prevents you from accidently reloading the same file.  The format of the subdirectory name is \processed_cyymmddhh24miss.  The output file remains in the original tapedata directory.


For example:


filecat - i 0910esar*


Since the -o filename was not specified, it defaulted to filecat.out file. It moved processed files to processed_19991220103501.


filecat -i ytdo01op.* -o filecat.out -a


Appended to current data in filecat.out


filecat -i ytdo01op.* -a


Appended to current default file (filecat.out). If the data should be appended to another file, you will need to specify with the -o filename.


filecat -i 0910cssd* -o 0910cssd.tap


This creates a new output file of csstape.out.


filecat -i ytdo010p* -o filecat.out


This will overwrite the existing data in filecat.out file.


Caution:


· You must exercise care in determining which ISIR files are to be added to the output file (filecat.out) xxxxESAR.TAP. Be sure that only files that have not been previously uploaded to Banner are added to the file.


· After the xxxxesar.tap file is created, transfer this file to your data load directory in Banner by using an option in your transfer utility (for example, FTP, KERMIT, and so on)that will not change the original file structure.
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_1203757721.bin




_1296570997/Edecat10.txt
REM EDE10

filecat -i isrf10op*.*  igsa10op*.*  igsg10op*.* igco10op*.* idap10op*.* idsa10op*.*-o 0910esar.tap

PAUSE
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